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Comprehensive Guide Consolidating the 

Learning Modules Covered So Far, Focusing on 

Structured Query Building, Keywords, and 

Advanced Google Search Operators

 

The Internet Research Specialist's Guide to Precision Query 

Mastery 

Part I: Search Assistive Tools (Chapter 1-5 Conclusion) 

The Google "Searches related to" feature is designed to help users expand or refine 

their search queries. The suggestions are generated based on data collected about the 

sequential search patterns of a global user base. When users search for related terms 

one after the other, the pattern signals a relationship between those terms to the 

algorithm. If this sequential search pattern is frequently repeated by global users, the 

algorithm identifies it as a trend. The system then marks these queries as having a strong 

relationship to the primary search terms and presents them as a list under "Searches 

related to". 

Part II: Keywords & Search Phrases (Chapter 1-6) 

Keywords and Search Phrases define the idea of a search and encapsulate the 

essence of the content you seek. Search queries are categorized into two main types 

based on their length and expected outcome: 

 

Feature Short-Tail Keywords 

(Broad Query) 

Long-Tail Keywords (Precision Query) 

Length Consist of a few keywords or 

concise phrases (typically 1–

3 keywords). 

Consist of 3+ keywords. 

Objective To convey a broader 

meaning or explore ideas. 

To convey precise intent for a specific 

niche topic. 

Result 

Volume 

High volume of results. Low volume of focused, filtered results. 

Use Case Ideal for exploratory 

research or navigating to 

familiar domains. 

Ideal for targeted research on a specific 

subject or research problem where the 

required information is unknown. 



Page 2 of 7 

 

Example [ Internet Research ] [ Internet research certification course ] 

 

Core Elements of a Search Query 

A keyword phrase is constructed from three core elements: 

1. The Head: The indispensable keyword that gives the essential meaning to the 

phrase (e.g., Internet in "Internet Research Certification"). 

2. The Modifier: Words that reinforce or complement the Head, helping to refine the 

search intent (e.g., Research). 

3. The Tail: Words that add further detail to the Head term or reinforce the query's 

intent (e.g., Certification). 

Part III: Proximity Search & Truncation (Chapter 1-7) 

Proximity Search (AROUND(#)) 

A proximity search looks for two or more separately matching keywords or search phrases 

occurring around a specified distance, defined by the number of intermediate words or 

characters separating the terms. The operator used in Google is AROUND(#), where # 

represents the maximum number of unknown words allowed between the search terms. 

 

Goal Query Example Function 

Finding Co-

Occurrence 

[ "Steve Jobs" 

AROUND(10) "Andy 

Rubin" ] 

Finds webpages that mention both 

names separated by ten words or 

less. 

Phrase 

Completion 

[ “to be or” AROUND(20) 

“to be” ] 

Uses the operator to represent 

missing words in a famous quote. 

 

Truncation / Wildcard Search (*) 

Truncation, or Wildcard Search, uses the asterisk symbol (*) as a placeholder to 

represent missing characters within a word or missing words within a phrase. It helps find 

variations of words or fill in uncertain spelling. 

 

Type Function Example 

Internal 

Truncation 

Asterisk applied inside a 

word. 

Searching [ col*r ] may find results for 

color, collar, or colander. 
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End 

Truncation 

Asterisk placed at the end 

of a word. 

Searching [ college* ] may find results 

for college, colleges, or collegium. 

Missing 

Words 

Placeholder for missing 

words in a phrase. 

[ “to be or * to be” ] 

 

Part IV: Basic Search Operators (Chapter 1-8) 

These operators use Boolean logic to control and refine your search queries. 

Boolean Logic & Notations 

Operator Symbol/Notation Function Example Source(s) 

AND + (Implied by 

space) 

Requires all 

specified terms to 

be returned. 

Google defaults to 

AND when words 

are separated by 

a space. 

[ john smith 

jamestown ] (space 

implies AND). 

 

OR ** ** (Vertical Bar) Broadens the 

search by requiring 

results containing at 

least one, more than 

one, or all 

connected 

words/phrases. 

`[ primal 

NOT - (Minus Sign) Excludes specific 

words or phrases 

from the results. 

The minus sign 

must be placed 

immediately 

before the term 

without a space. 

[ “cloning humans” -

“human clone” ]. 

 

Exact 

Phrase 

“ ” (Quotation 

Marks) 

Enforces the 

search engine to 

return the exact 

sequence of 

words enclosed, 

including stop-

words. 

[ “to be or not to be” 

]. 
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Basic Numeric Notations 

Notation Function Example Source(s) 

.. Defines a search perimeter 

within a set of numeric values 

(dates, size, weight), including 

both starting and ending values. 

[ prada "crocodile trim 

leather" 7..8.5 ] (Searches 

for shoes sized 7 through 

8.5). 

 

$ Acts as a price operator, 

returning monetary values in US 

dollars. 

[ florida "orlando" rent 

$1500..$2900 ]. 

 

 

Part V: Advanced Search Operators (Chapters 1-9, 1-10, 1-11, 1-12, 1-

13) 

Advanced search operators are specialized commands used for precision search 

queries by targeting specific properties of web pages. 

Structure Rule: There must be no space between the property name, the colon (:), and 

the property value. 

 

A. Targeting Domains and File Types 

Operator Purpose Example Source(s) 

site: Restricts the search exclusively to a 

specific website domain or 

extension. 

[ site:aofirs.org “cirs 

certification” ]. 

 

Exclusion Excludes a specific website from 

results. 

[ “cirs certification” -

site:aofirs.org ]. 

 

filetype: Restricts the search to documents 

of a specific file type (e.g., PDF, 

DOCX). 

[ “cirs certification” 

filetype:pdf ]. 

 

 

B. Targeting Snippet Components 

Operators are used to target the main components of a search result snippet (Title, 

URL/Link, and Description/Body Text). 

 

Operator Target Function Example Source(s) 
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intitle: Title element Finds matching terms 

within the page title. 

[ intitle:badke 

"research skills" 

author ]. 

 

allintitle: Title element Requires all specified 

search terms to be 

present in the title. 

[ allintitle:internet 

search engine 

index ]. 

 

inurl: URL/Link 

element 

Finds matching terms 

or symbols in the 

entire path of the 

URL. 

[ inurl:products ]. 
 

intext: Description/Body 

Text 

Forces the search to 

find matching terms 

anywhere within the 

body of the webpage 

text or description 

meta tag. 

[ intext:"web 

search 

certifications" ]. 

 

 

C. Date and Relationship Filtering 

Operator Purpose Date Format Example Source(s) 

related: Finds websites 

that have 

content similar 

to the specified 

domain. 

N/A (Cannot be 

combined with 

other operators). 

[related:cnn.com]. 
 

before: Returns 

documents 

published prior 

to the specified 

date. 

YYYY-MM-DD or 

YYYY/MM/DD. 

[Avengers:Endgame 

before 2019]. 

 

after: Returns 

documents 

published 

following the 

specified date. 

YYYY-MM-DD or 

YYYY/MM/DD. 

[Avengers:Endgame 

after: 2019-04-01]. 

 

 

We have now summarized all the core concepts covered in the first part of your learning 

journey (up through Chapter 1-13). 

 


	Comprehensive Guide Consolidating the Learning Modules Covered So Far, Focusing on Structured Query Building, Keywords, and Advanced Google Search Operators
	The Internet Research Specialist's Guide to Precision Query Mastery
	Part I: Search Assistive Tools (Chapter 1-5 Conclusion)
	Part II: Keywords & Search Phrases (Chapter 1-6)

	Core Elements of a Search Query
	Part III: Proximity Search & Truncation (Chapter 1-7)
	Proximity Search (AROUND(#))

	Part IV: Basic Search Operators (Chapter 1-8)
	Boolean Logic & Notations
	Basic Numeric Notations

	Part V: Advanced Search Operators (Chapters 1-9, 1-10, 1-11, 1-12, 1-13)
	A. Targeting Domains and File Types
	B. Targeting Snippet Components
	C. Date and Relationship Filtering




