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Information Retrieval
(Traditional Search)
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Crawl:
Scans the web.

Information Generation
(Generative Al)
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Google finds and shows you the documents.

ChatGPT reads a few documents and writes you a new one.
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Diagnostic Comparison: REEI(GaREM S I RA

a
Attribute Google Search
Real-time Excellent. . |
Freshness Constantly crawling breaking news,

stock prices, and sports.

Sources Used

Broad & Transparent.
Shows 10+ links, snippets, images.
You see the raw diversity of the web.

Output Style

List of links.
You do the reading and verification.

Speed &
Convenience

Fast for scanning many options.

ChatGPT

Semi-real-time.
Limited without search; depends on
what the Al chooses to retrieve.

Narrower. Synthesizes from
3-5 top results or training data.
One coherent answer, not a full list.

Conversational paragraphs.
Direct answers with some citations.

Faster for a single polished answer
and follow-up questions in context.
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“The Cognitive Processing Layer

Frictionless Explorz

Turns scattered sources into coherent Unmatched for follow-up questions, Ad-free environment that feels more

summaries. Ideal for explanations and contextual memory, and iterative natural for navigating complexor
exploring 'what if’ scenarios. exploration. open-ended topics before !ocl{inﬁf

into hard facts. |

ChatGPT shines as I assistant on top of research, not the primary orac



Step 4: Cross-Check
(Human)

Always cross-check important claims.
Never treat an Al answer as final without
verifying the underlying sources.
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Step 2: Verify (Search)

Switch to Google to find and
verify primary sources, check
dates, and explore multiple
distinct viewpoints.
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PTITPRSYSS  UNDERSTANDING

Facts, current info, Explanations, ideation,
primary source verification. summaries, contextual translation.

BT TOOL: USE GOOGLE e _:uﬂ |—. "Kfﬂif’H‘ r"ﬁ D" ;_ i

In 2025-2026, they are complementary, not direct replacements.
For serious online research: Search first, Al second.




